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PepsiCo Adrenaline Rush 
IMAGES Food Service 
Awards 2025 celebrate 
India’s culinary innovators
PepsiCo Adrenaline Rush IMAGES Food Service Awards 2025 – 
India’s one of the most prestigious accolades for the food service 
industry – celebrated the country’s most admired brands, chefs, 
and entrepreneurs shaping the future of dining. Held as part of 
India Food Forum 2025, the 9th edition of these awards recognised 
outstanding achievements in menu innovation, customer 
experience, business expansion, and brand storytelling across 
restaurant and food service formats.

Instituted by IMAGES Group, the Food Service Awards honour the 
continuing evolution of India’s restaurant ecosystem, from fi ne 
dining and cafés to QSRs and cloud kitchens,  spotlighting those 
who have redefi ned how India eats, connects, and experiences food.

By Business of Food Bureau 
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THE JURY
Ameesha Prabhu, CEO, TRRAIN 
Amit Dutta, Director- Agri, Food & Nutrition, Frost & Sullivan 
(MEASA) 
Ankur Shiv Bhandari, Managing Director, Asbiverse Group 
Ankur Singh, Partner, Kearney 
Anuj Kejriwal, CEO & MD, ANAROCK Retail 
Ashish Dhir, Senior Director (Consumer & Retail), 1Lattice 
Ashish Mishra, CEO - India & South Asia, Interbrand 
Banupriya Sudhakar, Executive Director, NielsenIQ 
Barathi Srinivasan, Partner, Boston Consulting Group 
Dhiren Kanwar, Founder, Zaad Ventures 
Dr. Prabodh S Halde, Chairman, Chamber for Advancement of 
Small and Medium Businesses 
Hari Balasubramanian, Angel Investor and Mentor 
Karthik Subramanian, Business Advisor 
Naitik Soni, Director- Retail Services, Cushman & Wake ield

Nandini Kelkar, Director Customer Research, Frost & Sullivan 
(MEASA)
Pakhi Saxena, Partner - Retail & Consumer, Accord India
Pankaj Jaju, Founder & CEO, Metta Capital Advisors
Pankaj Karna, Managing Director, Maple Capital Advisors
Rachit Mathur, MD & Sr. Partner- Consumer, Retail & 
Ecommerce, Boston Consulting Group
Rajeev Krishnan, Business Advisor & Mentor
Ravi Wazir, Restaurant and F&B Business Specalist 
Rohit Bhatiani, Executive Director, Wazir Advisors
Sameer Mehta, MD & CEO, Multiplier Brand Solutions
Samir Kuckreja, Founder & CEO, Tasanaya Hospitality
Shardah Uniyal, Marketing Consultant
Sonu Shah, Director, Customer Success Retail Vertical India, 
NielsenIQ
Vivek Mathur, Co-founder, Gosolo Advisory Services
Yogesh Samat, Executive Director, Grauer & Weil (India)

IMAGES Most Admired Cloud Kitchen of the Year
Tru Falafel 

Received by: Sandra Pommier, COO and Co-founder and Amir Majali, CEO 
and Co-founder

Presented by: Rahul Saini, Modern Trade Director, Sanjivani Group

Nominees: Big Bowl | Boss Burger | Khichdi House | Tru Falafel

IMAGES Most Admired Food Court of the Year
Nexus Ahmedabad One

Received by: Kinjal Radia, Deputy Cluster Director

Presented by: Monalisa Sharma, Marketing Lead and Vivek Arora,
National Sales Manager, Blue Tribe Foods

Nominees: The Food Street | Nexus Ahmedabad One | VR Nagpur | Phoenix 
Marketcity | Inorbit
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IMAGES Most Admired Business Transformation / 
Turnaround Success Story of the Year

Taco Bell
Received by: Mohsin Shaikh, Area Growth Manager

Presented by: Bharat Singh, GM, Creamy Foods 

Nominees: Paradise Food Court | Chai Point | Taco Bell

IMAGES Most Admired Retailer of the Year: 
Employee Practices

Social Eatia
Received by: Rohit Sharma, Director 

Presented by: R S Dharmendra, Sr. Vice President - Hospitality , Health 
and Tourism, Sona Valliappa Group

Nominees: Good Flippin’ Burgers | Social Eatia | The Belgian Waf le Co.

IMAGES Most Admired Retailer of the Year: 
Customer Acquisition, Experience & Service

Chai Point
Received by: Yazir Khan Deshmukh, Deputy General Manager - 

Airports & West region

Presented by: Lokesh Arora, Head of Marketing Communication, 
Goldiee Group

Nominees:  Chai Point | FES Café | Social Eatia | Cafe Ederra

IMAGES Most Admired Retailer of the Year: 
Innovation in Menu Design, Display & 

Presentation
Social

Received by: Janesis Fernandes, Manager - PR and Harshala Gupte, 
Senior Manager - Copy & Content

Presented by: Simpi Singh, Lead QSR, New Accounts and Industry Relation, 
Pepsico India and Konali Gupta, Lead - Independent Eateries, Pepsico

Nominees: Bigguys | Smoor | Social Eatia | Daryaganj Restaurant | Social |
Paradise Food Court
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IMAGES Most Admired Retailer of the Year: Market Expansion

Presented by: Chef Sanjeev Kapoor, The Chairman (HoReCa), India Food Forum

Nominees: Burger Singh | Cafe Delhi Heights | Kenangan Coffee | Nothing Before Coffee | Subway | The Burger Company | Tim Horton India 
| The Belgian Waf le Co.

Presented by: Ravi Wazir, Restaurant and F&B Business Specialist 

Nominees: McDonald’s N&E: The Ranveer Singh Meal | Conical Gaufres: Introducing New Identity “Let’s Waf le Up the World” | Hadiram’s Festival Sales 
Campaign | Mad Over Donuts: Donut Day 2025 | Mad Over Donuts: One Bond and Endless Happiness | Mad Over Donuts: Launch Campaign | Social: 

Valentine’s Day 2025 Celebration | TFS: 5 Minute Menu | TFS: Durga Puja Campaign | The Belgian Waf le Co: Nation Waf le Day | The Belgian Waf le Co: 
Drippin’ in Indulgence | Copper Chimney: Chai Tapri Tales

Burger Singh 
– 360° Market Expansion

Received by: Ayush Kumar, Senior Vice 
President, Operations & Supply Chain

Kenangan Coffee 
– New Market Entry

Received by: Dheeraj Maini, Head Business 
Development- India

The Belgian Waffl e Co. 
– Growth in Trading Density

Received by: Hardik Desai, Head, Business 
Development and Team

IMAGES Most Admired Retailer of the Year: Marketing & Promotions

TFS: 
Durga Puja Campaign
– For Festival Sales Campaign

Received by: Akshit Sogani, Senior Marketing 
Manager and Shreya Sharma, Brand Manager

Copper Chimney: 
Chai Tapri Tales

– For Digital Campaign
Received by: Saurabh Rajput, Area Manager 

- Ops and Rohit Jaiswal, Bar Manager

McDonald’s N&E: 
The Ranveer Singh Meal

– For Celebrity Endorsed 
Campaign

Received by: Representative from McDonalds 
India- North and East
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Presented by: Adesh Kumar, Business Director, Keya Foods 

Nominees: Armani | Caff , Jio World Plaza, Mumbai | Gochujang by Gopizza, Phoenix Mall of Asia, Bengaluru | Conical Gaufres, Ulwe, Navi Mumbai | Mad 
Over Donuts, Salt Lake, Kolkata | Street Burger by Gordon Ramsay, Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi | Tibbs Frankie, Vikhroli, Mumbai | London 

Waf le Company, Phoenix Marketcity Chennai

IMAGES Most Admired Launch of the Year

Armani / Caffē, Jio World Plaza, 
Mumbai – For West

Received by: Lovish Vij, Marketing Lead and Mrugank Desai,
Culinary Head

Street Burger by Gordon Ramsay, Indira 
Gandhi International Airport, 

Delhi – For North
Received by: Akshit Sogani, Senior Marketing Manager and 

Shreya Sharma, Brand Manager

London Waffl e Company, Phoenix 
Marketcity, Chennai – For South

Received by: SV Prasanna, Founder 

Mad Over Donuts, Salt Lake, 
Kolkata – For East

Received by: Subhankar Bhattacharya, Deputy General Manager - 
Operations; Biju T. R, General Manager - Operations; 
Amit Garge, Deputy General Manager - West Region; 

Santosh Doiphode, Associate Vice President
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IMAGES Most Admired Retailer of the Year: 
Unique Format/ Speciality

EL&N London
Received by: Lovish Vij, Marketing Lead and Mrugank Desai,

Culinary Head

Presented by: Arvind Kumar Sharma, COO, Sauces and Condiments 
Business, AWL Agri Business Ltd.

Nominees: Bira 91 Taproom | Abcoffee | EL&N London | Thaat Baat

IMAGES Most Admired Retailer of the Year: 
Single Outlet with Highest Year-On-Year 

Growth
Daryaganj Restaurant, Aerocity, Delhi

Received by: Amit Bagga, Co-Founder, CEO & CMO

Presented by: Suresh Panicker, Sr. Vice President & Head Organised 
Trade, Varun Beverages Limited 

Nominees: Daryaganj Restaurant, Aerocity, Delhi | Tibbs Frankie, 
Gurugram | Cocoberry, Gurugram

IMAGES Most Admired 
Maverick Culinary Maestro

Chef Saransh Goila 
Co-Founder, Goila Butter Chicken

IMAGES Most Admired 
Culinary Pop Icon

Chef Harpal Singh Sokhi

IMAGES Most Admired 
Speciality QSR Foodpreneur

Gaurav Kanwar 
Founder, Harajuku Tokyo Café

IMAGES Excellence Awards
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IMAGES Most Admired Legacy Fusion Brand
Tibb’s Frankie

Received by: Harpreet Singh Tibb, Director, Tibb’s Frankie

IMAGES Most Admired Viral Growth Story
Rameshwaram Café

Received by: Raghavendra Rao MV, CEO & Co-Founder

IMAGES Most Admired Traditional Heritage 
Brand

Thalappakatti Biriyani
Received by: A representative from IMAGES Group collected 

it on their behalf

IMAGES Most Admired Experiential Social 
Destination

Café Delhi Heights  
Received by: Chef Ravinder Singh, Area Sous Chef, Maharashtra and 

Sumit Dobhal, Area Manager, Maharashtra
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IMAGES Most Admired Speciality Foreign Cuisine 
Destination

Burma Burma
Received by: A representative from IMAGES Group collected 

it on their behalf

India’s Culinary Envoy to the World
Padma Shri Chef Sanjeev Kapoor

IMAGES Most Admired Foreign Cuisine Destination

Mizu Izakaya
Received by: Sanket Sawant, Assistant Restaurant Manager and 

Vijay Luhar, Restaurant Floor Manager

Presented by: Nikhil Behl, CEO - Food and Fashion, IMAGES Group and Sanjay Kumar, Editor, Business of Food
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Highest Beverage 
Incidence in the Industry

KFC

Youth Engagement Partner 
of the Year

Taco Bell

Iconic Beverage 
Experience Partner

PVR

Taste of India Partnership 
Award

Biryani Blues

Driving Food Innovation and 
Enhancing Consumer Experience

Pizza Hut

Emerging Beverage Partner (QSR)

Tibb’s Frankie

Presented by: Suresh Panicker, Senior VP, Organized Trade, VBL

Presented by: Simpi Singh, Lead QSR, New Accounts, and Industry Relation, PepsiCo India

Beverage Innovation Partner - Premium Casual Dining

Café Delhi Heights

Presented by: Konali Gupta, Lead, Independent Eateries

PepsiCo Adrenaline Rush Awards

Emerging Beverage Partner - 
QSR

Lenexis Foodworks
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